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Comprehensive Operational Analysis - Final Network Plan
Monterey-Salinas Transit

Salinas – Existing Service

Line 41 is the only 
local route with service 
running consistently every 
15 to 30 minutes. It oper-
ates between Downtown, 
Alisal and Northridge, con-
necting Salinas’ densest 
neighborhoods to its largest 
destinations. 

As a result, Line 41 is useful 
for many trips and generates 
relatively high ridership.

There are three bus lines on North Main Street, 
but the bus usually comes only once an hour (on 
Line 49). When Line 29 is in operation, there is a 
second bus every other hour. Line 95 only runs four 
times a day, and only in the southbound direction.

Most bus lines operate 
once an hour or less. 

Services like Line 44 and 
Line 45  cover many outly-
ing neighborhoods, but 
the bus only comes every 
75 minutes, which makes 
them very difficult to use. 

For an able-bodied person, 
it’s often faster to walk than 
wait for the next bus.

South Main Street and Romie Lane are served 
just a few times a day by Measure Q routes primar-
ily targeted for the needs of seniors, veterans, and 
people with disabilities (Lines 61 and 95). 

That leaves many jobs, residents and important desti-
nations a long walk from consistently usable service.

Line 48 is the only all-day local 
service in South Salinas. Its routing 
is designed to provide access to 
social service agencies that have 
been placed in isolated locations at 
the edge of industrial areas, the 101 
freeway, and Salinas Airport.

Salinas is connected to the 
rest of the region by Lines 20 
(Monterey), 23 (King City), 28 
and 29 (Watsonville), and 61 
(Marina-VA Clinic) 

Reading the Maps
The maps on this and the following page 
depict how MST bus lines are currently 
organized in Salinas, and how that would 
change if this plan were implemented.

These maps are annotated with comments 
that explain how the existing network 
operates, and how that would change in 
the future. 

As in the rest of this report, maps show 
bus lines color-coded by midday fre-
quency on weekdays.

• Red lines run about every 15 minutes.

• Blue lines run about every 30 minutes.

• Green lines run about once an hour.

• Gold lines run less than once an hour.
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Salinas – Medium Scenario

Line 41 would remain 
mostly similar to existing 
service. It would operate 
every 15 minutes a few more 
hours on weekdays (7 AM to 
6 PM), and every 30 minutes 
on weekends. 

Line 49 would be upgraded to provide service every 15 minutes from downtown 
to Northridge, with service every 30 minutes continuing to Santa Rita. This would provide 
frequent service in Salinas’ second densest corridor, with many people and jobs nearby.

Most of Salinas would 
be served every 15 to 
30 minutes, with timed 
transfers at Salinas Transit 
Center.

This would make it possible 
to travel across town in any 
direction with just a short 
wait for a second bus.

South Main Street and Romie Lane would have 
all-day service every 30 minutes on a new Line 43. 

Combined with timed transfers at Salinas Transit Center, 
this would connect many jobs, residents and important 
destinations in this area to the rest of Salinas by transit.

Line 96 would go to the same areas the 
existing Line 48 goes, on weekdays only.

Reading the Maps
As in the rest of this report, this map 
shows bus lines color-coded by midday 
frequency on weekdays.

• Red lines run about every 15 minutes.

• Blue lines run about every 30 minutes.

• Green lines run about once an hour.

• Gold lines run less than once an hour.

How Timed Transfers Would Work
Timed transfers would make it possible 
to connect from one bus line to another 
without a long wait.

Blue lines would arrive at Salinas Transit 
Center at :10 and :40 minutes after the 
hour, and leave at :15 and :45. 

Green lines would arrive at Salinas Transit 
Center :10 minutes after the hour, and 
leave at :15. 

Lines 28 and 29 would alternate, but 
there would always be a departure to 
Watsonville at :15 after the hour as well.

Red Lines would not have a timed transfer, 
but the next bus would be scheduled to 
always come within 15 minutes. In practice, 
most passengers connecting to and from 
red lines at Salinas Transit Center would 
experience a 5 to 10 minute wait. On 
evenings and weekends, red lines would 
function like blue lines.

Salinas would remain 
connected to the rest of 
the region by Lines 20 
(Monterey), 23 (King City), 
28 and 29 (Watsonville), 
and 61 (Marina-VA Clinic), 
but local and regional 
connections would be 
facilitated by timed 
transfers. 

A direct route to the 
CSuMB campus would 
also be reinstated as 
Line 25x, with service 
once an hour when 
classes are in session*.

Line 23 would become much more frequent, 
operating once an hour to and from King City. 
Line 23 would also remain on Highway 101 coming 
into Salinas, allowing for faster travel to and from 
cities in the Highway 101 corridor. However, it 
would terminate at Salinas Transit Center instead 
of continuing to Hartnell College.

A new Line 46 would 
serve Natividad Hospital 
and Salinas Adult School 
every 30 minutes from 
downtown Salinas, 
making those destinations 
reachable from across the 
region.

Line 45 would be shortened, 
so that it could operate every 
60 minutes instead of every 75 
minutes. It would no longer serve 
Boronda Road to Northridge.

Line 47 would run every 60 minutes between 
Hartnell’s main campus and its Alisal campus. This 
is a continuation of a service MST began in mid-
2021. It is not included in the Low Scenario.
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Salinas – How many people would be near service?
Existing Service

Figure 27 (below left) shows how many Salinas residents and jobs are located within a half-
mile walk of a stop on an existing MST bus line, and the level of service available on the most 
frequent route at that stop.

• 77% of Salinas residents and 61% of jobs in Salinas are near an existing MST bus line, 
regardless of how often that bus line runs.

• But only 44% of Salinas residents and 29% of jobs are located near service that runs about 
every 30 minutes or better. Most Salinas residents are near either very infrequent service, 
or no service at all.

• Among residents in poverty, 41% live near service every 15 minutes or better, and 55% 
live near service every 30 minutes or better. This is almost all related to Line 41, from 
Downtown to Alisal to Northridge.

Proposed Final Network
Figure 28 (below right) shows the same information, if the Medium Scenario of this plan were 
implemented. 

• The total number of Salinas residents and jobs near an MST bus line would increase 
slightly, to 80% of residents (+3%) and 66% of jobs (+5%).

• The number of Salinas residents and jobs near service every 30 minutes or better 
would increase to 66% of residents (+22%) and 54% of jobs (+25%).

• 50% of residents in poverty would be near service every 15 minutes or better (+9%).

• 74% of residents in poverty would live near service every 30 minutes or better (+19%).

Figure 27: Chart showing the percentage of Salinas residents and jobs within a half-mile walk of 
existing MST bus lines.

Figure 28: Chart showing the percentage of Salinas residents and jobs that would be within a half-
mile walk of MST bus lines in the Medium Scenario.


