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Comprehensive Operational Analysis - Final Network Plan
Monterey-Salinas Transit

Regional Service – Existing
Reading the Maps
The maps on this and the following pages 
depict how MST regional bus lines are 
currently organized. These maps are anno-
tated with comments that explain how the 
existing network operates, and how that 
would change in the future. 

Most MST regional lines connect more 
rural parts of Monterey County to 
Monterey, Salinas and Watsonville.

MST also considers Lines 20, 21 and 61 
to be regional, because they originate in 
Salinas and go to the greater Seaside-
Monterey-Marina area. However, these are 
covered in more detail in prior sections.

As in the rest of this report, this map 
shows bus lines color-coded by midday 
frequency on weekdays.

• Blue lines run about every 30 minutes.

• Green lines run about once an hour.

• Gold lines run less than once an hour.

There are no red lines on this map 
because no regional service runs every 15 
minutes or better at this time.

Gonzales, Soledad, Greenfield and 
King City are served by:

• Line 23, a regional connector to 
Salinas. It runs 11 to 14 times a day 
on weekdays, at widely varying inter-
vals. It tends to run every two hours 
in the middle of the day.

• Line 84, a twice a day extension of 
Line 23 to San Lucas, San Ardo, San 
Miguel and Paso Robles.

• On-call services for short local trips 
within each city. These often have 
very long wait times, especially at 
high-demand times. 

Big Sur is served 
by Line 22. It has 
been operating three 
times a day every day 
during the pandemic, 
but was previously a 
weekend-only service.

The Carmel Valley 
is served by Line 24, 
with service every 40 
minutes to Carmel-by-
the-Sea and Monterey.

Lines 28 and 29 each 
operate every two hours, 
combining to provide hourly 
service between Salinas and 
Watsonville. 

Line 28 travels via Castroville and 
Highway 1. Line 29 travels via 
Prunedale and Las Lomas.

Line 55 to San Jose has been 
suspended since March 2020.
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Comprehensive Operational Analysis - Final Network Plan
Monterey-Salinas Transit

Regional Service – Medium Scenario

Line 23 from Salinas to King City would 
become more frequent, regularly running every 60 
minutes on weekdays and weekends, and every 30 
minutes during weekday morning peak hours. 

Line 23 would also be faster and more direct: 
travel time from Salinas Transit Center to King City 
would be 20 minutes shorter, averaging 1 hour and 
20 minutes.

This would be made possible by making fewer 
deviations on Highway 101; terminating the route at 
Salinas Transit Center instead of Hartnell College; 
and additional investment in service.

Line 22 to Big Sur 
would be discontin-
ued, due to the very 
small number of people 
and jobs served at a 
relatively high cost.

Line 24 from Carmel Valley would operate 
every 60 minutes and end at Carmel Rancho, 
with a timed transfer to and from Line 2 for trips 
to Downtown Carmel, Monterey and points beyond.

Lines 28 and 29 would continue to 
provide service between Salinas and 
Watsonville at similar frequencies.

Timed transfers would save pas-
sengers to and from Watsonville 
25 to 55 minutes when connecting 
to another bus at Salinas Transit 
Center.

As a service with a 
very high cost per rider 
that does not provide 
unique coverage within 
MST’s service area, Line 
55 to San Jose would 
not be restored.

On-call services would be replaced 
by investing in local circulators 
running every 30 minutes in Gonzales 
(Line 31), Soledad (Line 32), Greenfield 
(Line 33) and King City (Line 34). 
Converting on-call services to regular cir-
culators will ensure higher capacity and 
shorter, more regular and more predict-
able wait times.

Line 84 would continue to 
operate twice a day to San Lucas, 
San Ardo, San Miguel and Paso 
Robles, with departures and arrivals 
scheduled to match Line 23.

Reading the Maps
As in the rest of this report, this map 
shows bus lines color-coded by midday 
frequency on weekdays.

• Blue lines run about every 30 minutes.

• Green lines run about once an hour.

• Gold lines run less than once an hour.

There are no red lines on this map 
because no regional service is proposed 
to run every 15 minutes or better in the 
Medium Scenario.

How Timed Transfers Would Work
Timed transfers would make it possible 
to connect from one bus line to another 
without a long wait.

At Monterey Transit Plaza:

• Blue lines would arrive at :10 and :40 
minutes after the hour, and leave at :15 
and :45. 

• Green lines would arrive at :10 minutes 
after the hour, and leave at :15. 

At Salinas Transit Center:

• Blue lines would arrive at :10 and :40 
minutes after the hour, and leave at :15 
and :45. 

• Green lines would arrive at :10 minutes 
after the hour, and leave at :15. 

• Lines 28 and 29 would alternate, but 
there would always be a departure to 
Watsonville at :15 after the hour as well.

At Carmel Rancho, Lines 2 and 24 would 
both arrive at :40 minutes after the hour 
and leave at :45.

Line 29 would no longer operate on North Main Street 
in Salinas. Instead, it would stay on Highway 101 for a faster 
travel time. Passengers traveling between North Salinas and 
Watsonville would need to transfer at Salinas Transit Center.


