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Comprehensive Operational Analysis - Draft Network Plan
Monterey-Salinas Transit

Timed transfers for faster local and regional travel.
Existing Service
The existing MST network features several 
transfer points, where passengers can connect 
between several incoming bus lines. But 
because most lines operate on unique fre-
quencies, have different lengths, and operate 
from different start and end points, there are 
very few timed transfers. This means cus-
tomers end up waiting a long time.

Furthermore, MST customers are discouraged 
from transferring by the requirement to pay a 
new full fare every time they change buses. 

Draft Network Plan
Figure 24 shows how this would change under 
the Medium Scenario of the Draft Network 
Plan. 

Nearly every MST bus line in the proposed 
network would either:

• Run every 15 minutes or better, meaning it 
is always relatively easy to connect to this 
line, since the next bus is always coming 
soon (on average, in 7.5 minutes).

• Arrive at Monterey Transit Plaza or Salinas 
Transit Center at :10 and :40 after the hour, 
if it runs every 30 minutes.

• Arrive at Monterey Transit Plaza or Salinas 
Transit Center at :10 after the hour, if it runs 
every 60 minutes.

Buses would then leave Monterey Transit Plaza 
and Salinas Transit Center at :15 and :45 after 
the hour, ensuring a maximum 5 minute wait 
to connect between most routes. Additional 
timed transfers would also be available at Sand 
City Station (to CSUMB) and Carmel Rancho 
(to Carmel Valley).

Figure 24: Diagram of the timed transfer system in the Medium Scenario of the Draft Network Plan.

Important note: under MST’s current fare structure, each transfer requires passengers to pay a second fare. This 
proposal assumes MST will change fares so transfers are either free or significantly discounted.




